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The people of Nineveh Believed God, and proclaimed 
a Faſt, and put on ſackcloth from the greateſt of 


| them even to the leaſt of them. 
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Jonan, ui. 5. 


The 2 of Nineveh believed God, and pro- 
N . claimed a Faſt, and put on ſackcloth from the 
greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them. 


q N the paſſage of which this text makes a part, 
| we have a ſurprizing inſtance of repentance in a 
wicked people, and mercy from God, The 
meſſenger of the Lord had no ſooner denounced. the 


| q powerful monarch in the world came down from his 
throne, laid his robe of ſtate aſide, covered himſelf 
+} | with ſackcloch, and ſat in aſhes, His people, be- 
|  leving in God, and moved by the decree and exam- 
ple of their king, fly to the ſame means of deliver- 
. ance. All of a ſudden, the whole face of the city 
"Ws is changed from intemperance to faſting 3 from gai- 
| , ety and pomp in dreſs, to ſackcloth and aſhes; from 
| ſecurity, and pride, and licentious mirth, to con- 
ſternation, and humility, and mourning; from an 
| utter forgetfulneſs of God, and contempt. of all re- 
| ligion, from every one following his own evil way, 
and from the violence that was in their hands, to 
| crying mightily unto God, God looked with approba- 
AY lion on this happy change ; - ſaw their works, that 
| | =; | 


F | _ Judgments of God againſt Nineveh, than the moſt, | 


bey 


ils) 4 


they turned from their evil way, and God repented of 


ö ! 


' be did it not. 
| It is worth obſerving, that the Ninevites, at the 


time of Fonab's meſſage to them, were in their 


| Higheſtproſperity. We do not hear that they were 
| > threatned with a war by any of their neighbours; o 
humanly ſpeaking, had reaſon to fear any great 1 


the King of Kings alone, whom the king of Nine- 
- wveh feared. It was the judge of all the earth, the 
' governor among the nations, whoſe diſpleaſure the 
Ninevites dreaded. 
1 As they did, ſo ought all nations to to conſider, 
that Gad 5405 repared his ſeat in heaven, and that 
Bis kingdom rain over all kingdoms ; that his pro- 
vidence, with irreſiſtable power, diſpoſes all things 
| on earth, as well as in heaven; and that, not only 
in reſpect to particular perſons, but to whole nations 
alſo, he raiſeth up one, tho* never ſo obſcure and 
contemptible, and putteth down another, tho? never 
ſo confirmed in wealth and power. 
This he does, as well in a natural, as a providen- 
tial way. He renders both the being and welfare 
of kingdoms dependent on himſelf, by fo conſtitu- 
ting human nature, that we can by no means ſubſiſt 
' without ſociety and laws; and, by making ſociety 
| impracticable, and the execution of law impoſſible, 
' — without religion. All power, not only belongeth un- 
40 God, but is ſa neceſſarily derived from him alone, 
that the moment any ſociety or civil power ſeparates 
it ſelf from him, and by growing irreligious and 
atheiſtical, cuts off the natural communication thro? 
religion, between tlie fountain of power and it ſelf; 
it loſes all its power, it loſes the very nature of ſo- 
ciety, it crumbles into factions and aſſociations, 
and thoſe again daſh and grind each other to indivi- 


duals. 
© £2 


the evil that he had faid he wou'd do unto them, aud 


ſudden calamity. Their repentance therefore was 
purely a religious act, an effect of faith. It was 


0 


e 
duals. Virtue and publick ſpirit, whieh make the 
ſoul of the body politick, can no more be ſaved, 
without faith in God and religion, than the foul of 
a particular perſon. To be cut off from God, is e- 
ternal death to a ſoul, and total deſtruction to a ſoci- 
ety. There is no need of miracles, or divine inter- 
poſitions to effect this. God has ordained it, and 
natural neceſſity muſt execute it. | | 
| Yet providence, willing to ſhew a power diſtinct 
from natural cauſes, often takes the race from the . 
ſwift, and the battle from the ſtrong; often by in- 
ſtruments, in appearance ſlight or accidental, effects 
great and unexpected revolutions. Communities 
ought to learn from ſuch events, to revere and ſerve 
| God, who has frequently made a blaſt of wind, a 
worm, a fly, or a ſling-ſtone accompliſh, what 
whole armies durſt not attempt. | We. 
Man indeed, becauſe he is in himſelf fo very 
weak, muſt have great and powerful inſtruments to 
bring about his deſigns. If he would defend his 
own, or conquer other countries, he muſt call to 
his aſſiſtance a numerous army, with guns, ſwords, . 
and other inſtruments of war, in immenſe quanti- 
ties; without ſuch help he can do nothing: But 
God, being in himfelf Almighty, chuſes often to 
manifeſt his power, by the weaknefs of the means 
with which he executes the greateſt ſchemes. The 
inſtrument is a-trifle, but the hand is Almighty. 
God made all things by a word, and upholdeth all 
things by the ſame word of his power. Nor can he 
with leſs eaſe impair or deftroy. If the very being. 
of worlds depend ſo abſolutely on his will and pow- 
er, how much more that of nations? For this rea- 
ſon, all nations whom he hath made, as well as all 
other things, ſhould come and 9 before him; 
they ſhould not truſt to their own ſtrength, nor 
ſhould the moſt potent monarch be too confident of 
| his own power. There is no king ſaved by the mul- 
Spe * 77 KN — litude 
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id , 147 
| of an hoft : A mighty man is not delivered. by much 
f' Frength. It is the ſupreme power of God that over- 
rules and controuls all things. Let all the earth 
2 therefore fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of 

N the world ſtand in awe of him. 
It is the Divine Providence alone, that can pro- 
=) rect a nation, that can give it wiſdom and juſtice in 
E peace, or victory in war. Bleſſed therefore is that 
nation, whoſe God is the Lord; and bleſſed is that peo- 
| ple, whom on account of their duty and obedience 
to him, he hath choſen for his own inheritance, 

| But while he holds a cup of bleſſing in one hand, 
for a religious and virtuous people; he holds alſo in 
4 0 the other, a cup of fury for a nation of deſpiſers. 
They ſhall both drink plentifully. As for thoſe 
who do not ſerve God, nor walk according to his 
1 ordinances, be fhall break them with a rod of iron, 
be ſhall daſb them to pieces like a potter's veſſel. Let 
+. thoſe who are charged with the civil power, conſi- 
1 der this. Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings, be in- 
. frufed in your neceſſary dependance on God, ye 

Judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear. 
[ And as for you, O ye people, who have hated to 
a 
| obo when ye ſaw a thief conſented unto him, and have 
[ Q been partakers with adulterers; who have ſuffered 
| your mouths to ſpeak wickedneſs, and with your 
| Tongues have ſet forth decett ; who thought wickedly, 
bat, becauſe while ye were doing theſe things, God 
' kept filence, he was even ſuch an one as your 
Feel; reflect ſerioully, that though God be long 
ſuffering, he will not always wait; that he will, in 
All probability, ſoon ſet before you the things that ye 
— Gave done. Conſider this, conſider it in time, ye 
| That forget God, leſt be pluck you away, and there be 
nane to deliver you. | | Eb 
Among all the nations upon earth, there is not 


one to be found, that has more remarkably felt the 


effects 


be reformed, and have caſt God's words behind you, 


[5] 

effects of God's providence and power, that has 
more reaſon to love him for his mercies, or to fear 
him for the ungrateful returns made him, than the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland, whom we are 
now to conſider as one country. cite MY 

The inſtances of his favour towards us, are too 

many to be reckoned up, too great to be ſuffice © 
ently admired. | 

The inſtances of our ingratitude and want of du- 

to him, are no leſs to be wondered at. | 
The condition we are reducing our ſelves to, by 
our negle& of God and religion, is the moſt deplo- 
rable that can be imagined. + 28-11 | 

If theſe points were duly conſidered, perhaps a 

ſpirit of religion and reformatfon, perhaps a nati- 

_ onal ſpirit might again be revived among us, and 
with them, all the infinite bleſſings. that are to be 
enjoyed only where God is devoutly worſhip 1 
and the publick intereſt faithfully conſulted. 

If from the midſt of ſuch inattention, or rather 

averſion, to all that is either good or ſerious, we 
could be brought to conſider what great things God 

has done for us, it would raiſe at leaft aftoniſhment, 
even in the moſt inſenſible. I ſhall mention only 

a a few, out of the endleſs catalogue, of our obliga- 
tions to the divine Goodneſs, © __ 

It is generally confeſſed, that of all nations upon 
earth, we have the moſt excellent civil conſtitution, 
the greateſt and the beſt regulated liberty. But if 
we trace the growth of this conſtitution, from the 
firſt introduction of parliamentary government, at 
the ſettlement of the Saxons in England, down to 
the preſent times, we ſhall find that the infinite re- 
volutions of above 1300 years, contrary to what 
has happened in all other countries, have onl 
ſerved to refine and ripen our conſtitution, to bal. 
lance more equally the power of its conſtituent 


Parts, and to give us a more rational and laſting li- 
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F betty. In all other countries, liberty has been loſt | e 
* 11 length of time; in ours only, it has been d p 


During the, confuſions of the heptarchy, a ſtate * 
dangerous to law and juſtice, the jealouſies of the T © 
| petty kings, and the eaſineſs of eſcaping from a ty- 
- Fanical to a free government, preſerved the Anglo- F © 
Saxon conſtitution. | 3 arg t 
VU pon the union of the ſeveral kingdoms, liber- J © 
ty, inſtead of being loſt in ſo great a change, and 1 


{ © Eruſhed under a monarch ſo politick and powerful b 
- as Eglert, came out from the diſtractions of the 
heptarchy, as from a refining furnace, more pure 
and perfect than before. An Enghſbman found no } 
other difference ir his condition, than that he was | © 
become a member of a larger and more powerful; 
body; of a body, not changed, but grown up to a 
There is not to be found in hiſtaty a ſucceſſion of 1 
kings, who governed with ſuch a regard to law and 


conſtitution, as thoſe between the heptarchy and the — 
oonqueſt. But had theſe Saxoy Princes been jncli- | © 


nable to break in upon the liberties of their ſubjects, 
the Daniſh invaſions and ſettlements in England, ., 

- which ſeemed to threaten the nation with ſlavery, ay 
would have rendered ſuch an attempt unſucceſsfa] ; | © 

: becauſe the Engliſb could eaſily have changed their 
maſters, or called in aſſiſtance againſt their kings. 

At the conqueſt, our conſtitution and liberties |} _. 
ſeemed to be irrecoverably loſt, . A foreign prince, a 
of an arbitrary diſpoſition, reduces all England by „ 

O force of arms: Having the right of a conqueror, fe 
and an utter averſion to the Exglifb form of govern- 4 
ment, he ſet himſelf, with all his addreſs and pow- * 
er, to deſtroy. that, and introduce the Norman. 
His fon, ſtill more a tyrant than he, purſued the 4 
fame deſign. But this, inſtead of ruining, preſer- ;; 
ved our liberties. - The Enghfe could have * 
. caſier 


— 


— — | 
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eaſier born the yoke of a Saxon, than a Normon ty- 


rant; and they would have been infinitely better 
ſatisfied, to have felt the weight of a tyrant, thro”. 
a miniſtry made up of their own tountrymen, than 


Por foreigners. From hence it proceeded, that the 


reigns of the firſt Norman kings, were diſturbed by 


continual inſurrections: The effect of theſe, was 


the reſtoration of the old Eugliſb laws; and for the 
better ſecurity of thoſe laws, charters were from 
time to time extorted from the kings, till at laſt 
the great charter was obtained in the reign of John, 
by which the Eugliſb liberties were effectually ſe- 
cured, 

It is well worth obſerving, as 4 thing very ſur- 
prizing; that the greateſt and the worſt of tyrants; 


I mean the Popes, ſhould have had the chlef hand 


in preſerving our liberties. The kings looked 
with an evil eye, upon the rich endowments of the 
monaſtries, and the wealth of the regular clergy. 

The Popes; to protect the religious, whoſe inte- 
reſts were the ſame with their own, gave continual 
Oppoſition to the growth of the kingly power. At 
one time, they fomented the rebellions of the ba- 
rons; of whoſe body the biſhops and abbots were at G 
the head: At another, they ſtirred up foreign prin- 
ces to make war on them: At another, hey” abſol- 
ved the ſubjects from their allegiance; and thun- 
dered out Interdifs and Ex communications; which 
falling among a ſuperſtitious people, raiſed in them, 


even a contempt for their kings. Thus the ſpiri- 
tual, often checked the incroachments of the civil 


tyrant: The moſt ſlaviſh principles, became the 
ſprings of liberty. . Thoſe very opinions, and that 
very power, that helped to change the kings of our 
ng. countries into tyrants, changed our 
tyrants into kings. And civil liberty, thus nurſed 
by the popes, in proceſs of time, gave birth to ſpt- 
rieval liberty, and ſhook off the papal yoke. ones, 
B unn 


Us, 


af 


Juſt at the time when the barons, who had for- 
merly been the guardians of liberty, became too 
powerful, inſomuch that the. conſtitution was as ill 


() fecured in their hands, as it could have been in the 


hands of one man; the commons, by what accident 
or agreement is not known, began to ſend their re- 
preſentatives to parliament. By this means, a third 
eſtate being added, there was one to hold the bal- 
lance, and arbitrate in the differences of the other 


two. However, the commons did not riſe to an 


equality with the other eſtates, but by degrees. 

In the time of Cromwell's uſurpation, the com- 
mons growing too powerful for the other eſtates, 
raiſed a civil war; in the proſecution of which, the 
king loſt his life; the lords, their place in the e- 
ſtates; and the commons themſelves, were entirely 
outed to make room for a cabal of the tyrant's crea- 
tures. This uſurpation dwindled away of it ſelf in 
a few years, and came to nothing. The army, 
which in other countries has been an inſtrument of * 
arbitrary power, reſtored our conſtitution, our reli- 
gion, and our liberties. Ee 

In leſs than half a century afterwards, the king 
being a zealous papiſt, and heated with arbitrary 
principles, broke through all our laws, introduced 
papiſts into all places of truſt, made ſuch military 
preparations, and ſo ſtrengthened himſelf by a French 
alliance, that our liberties were again brought to 
the very brink of ruin: When a prince of but ſmall 

wer for ſuch an undertaking, but of great and no- 

le endowments, delivered us at once from civil and 
religious ſlavery, and put our liberties on a more 
laſting foundation than they had ever ſtood on be- 
fore. | 

Who now does not ſee the wiſdom, the goodneſs, 
and power of a protecting God, in preſerving, or 
rather improving our conſtitution, thro* ſo many 
tryals, thro* ſuch dangerous ſhocks; and all this 
effected 


1 


— 
3 


| [9] 
effected by means, humanly ſpeaking, the moſt un- 
likly, and the moſt unpromiſing, that can be ima- 
gined? And who that knows either the inexpreſ- 
_ fible bleſſings of liberty, or the curſe of crouching 
toa tyrant, and groaning under the heel of an op- 
preſſor, can be inſenſible of the obligations we lie 
under to providence, for beſtowing freedom on us? 
Nor were our deliverances, in matters not imme- 
diately relating to the conſtitution, leſs ſignal. 
Prince Lewis, ſon to the French king, being in- 
vited by the barons, in the reign of Jobn, came 
over, and by their aſſiſtance reduced the kingdom 
to his obedience. The king dying in the mean 
time, and leaving the right of ſucceſſion to a child, 
he was ſcarce cold in his grave, when Lewis was 
ſhamefully driven out, and that with little trouble, 
— the kingdom happily delivered from a foreign 
oke. | 
: In all the wars of the barons, excepting the in- 
ſtance juſt now mentioned, and in thoſe between the 
houſes of York and Lancaſter, as likewife in the 
time of Cromwe!/s uſurpation, the affairs of our 
neighbours were kept in ſuch a poſture, by Divine 
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Providence, that they could never ſtrike in or take 


any great advantage of our troubles. 

In the reign of Henry VI. we loſt all our poſſeſ- 
ſions in France, except Calais; but by loſing them, 
ſaved our liberty; for had the kings of England 
remained in poſſeſſion of France, they mult have 
reſided there, and conſequently theſe iſlands muſt 
have ſunk into ſo many provinces to the French 
Empire. FO 0s 

In the reign of queen Elizabeth, the Spaniards 


had prepared to invade England, with the moſt for. 


midable fleet that had ever been ſeen in theſe ſeas, 
and with the beſt army in the world, headed by the 
ableſt general, An inconſiderable fleet, in compa- 
N B 2 riſon 


/ 


j 


4 heart, to give His Majeſty King George, 
-* God in the like manner ever preſerve, timely no- 


j 5 


1 


riſon of theirs, aſſiſted by the winds and ſtorms, 


ruined this vaſt deſign, 

In the reign of James I. the king and parliament 
were within a tew minutes of being blown into the air 
by a magazine of gun-powder, and the whole nati- 
an layed in ruins by that blaſt. 

In 1641, the proteſtants of this kingdom were to 
have been murthered to a man, at the breaking out. 
of the Irish rebellion ; great havack indeed was 


made, but by the mercy of God, the greater num- 


ber eſcaped z and Dublin, with ſome other places, 


were preſerved by an information received only the 
night before the intended execution. 
There was a icheme layed by the king of France, 


this laſt ſummer, to invade Zng/and with forty thou- 


ſand French, Scotland with twenty thouſand Swedes, 
and this kingdom with as many Spanzards. 


The 


A 


meaſures for exc ecuting this deſign were actually ta- 


ken; but Providence put it into the $weadiſb king's 


tice of it; by which means it was prevented, and 
theſe kingdoms ſaved from calamities, which it is 
a terror even to think of. 


whom 


Theſe, with numberleſs other deliverances of the 


like nature, invaſions baſed, plots diſcovered, re- 


bellions quaſhed, plagues. peſtilences, and famines 


averted; make us infinite debtors to the Divine 
Goodneſs. * 

In our wars with foxcign countries we have gene- 
rally returned victorious,” and that undoubtedly by 
the aſſiſtance of Almighty God, for we were almoſt 
always outnumbered by the enemy. At the battle 
of Creſſy, the Engliſh, though not one to three, to- 
tally routed the French. They took Calais inſpight 
of the French king, at the head of an army conſiſt; 
ing of above thrice their numper. 
beat the Fr. nch, though ſcarce one to four, ok 
1þ 2D at. too 


At Poitiers, they. 


A 
. 


world: if we rightly conſider theſe matters, we ſhall. 


N # 11 1 5 Vi 
took their king priſoner. At 8 has \ 
enfeebled by an epidemick diſtemper, they totally Y 
defeated ſeven times their number of the beſt men 0 

in France. In the late wars in Flanders, they were 
every where victorious. Their almoſt uninterrup- 

ted ſucceſſes at ſea, have made them lords of the 
ocean. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy | 
name do we give the glory of theſe deeds, We are — | 
weak, but thou art Almighty. 

It was indeed the Lord of hoſts, and the God of 
battles, who becauſe be had a favour unto us, wrought 2 
theſe wonders for us, with hi right hand, and bis, 
arm, and the light of his countenance, | 

It, along with the foregoing reflections, we alſo 
conſider that God has beſtowed on us a ſoil, that 
produces the neceſſaries of life in greater abundance, ZH 
than any other in the world; a climate, neither 
chilled by exceſſive cold, nor ſcorched by too ve- 
hement heat; and an ocean, which by ſurrounding 
us, at once defends us from foreign enemies, and- 
ſets open to our ſhips, the wealth of the whole, 


from thence alſo find, new reaſon to adore, with a- — 
ſtoniſhment, the ſingular goodneſs of God to us. 
It we have ſo great reaſon to be thankful to God 
for mercies granted to our bodies, for protecting 
aur liberties, our properties, and our lives; how 
much more ardently ſhould we love him for what he 
has done to our ſouls? He made the firſt light 
of the reformation to ſhine among us, and directs = 
its brighteſt beams ſtill full upon us. I wiſh this 
may not be done, becauſe our eyes are leſs ſenſible, 
and leſs open to that kind of light, than thoſe of 
other countries. Our temple, which was cemented * | 
with the blood of martyrs, and built with divine [ 
{kill, has ſtood firm in the midſt of a thouſand af. = F 
faults and ſtorms. It has been furiouſly battered / 


* . N 
. * 


from the Vatican. Enthuſiaſm once leveled it with 
the ground, but God again rebuilt it; ſince when it 
has been attacked on one ſide by ſchiſm, on another, 
by ſtate-policy and parties, on all ſides by the wind 
of every novel or falſe doctrine, and of every here- 
ſy that ever blew ſince the days of Chriſt, but all in- 
vain, It is founded on a rock, and ſhall remain a 


and incapable of true devotion. 
It is the juſt boaſt of our church alone, that its 
f members are left at liberty to conſult the word of 
God, and their own reaſon 5 while their imaginati- 
| ons and paſſions are hindered from preſcribing to 
them either in point of church-government, or di- 
vine worſhip. We have no dependance on ſaints, 
to encourage us to break the firſt commandment z 
no images, to break the ſecond; no indulgencies, 
nor pllgrimages, nor purgatories, to tempt us to 
break all 
tions, to ſteer us directly in the teeth of divine re- 
velation. Our church-government is ſcriptural ; 
our publick devotions are rational, are reverent, 
| | are fervent; are neither left to the chilineſs of a 
F | devotionleſs heart, nor to the extravagant ſallies of 
a wild imagination. Our doctrines ſet forth the 
Divine Being, and his will to us, in true and ami- 
able lights. Our conſciences are not made the in- 
} ſtruments of other peoples deſigns upon us, but of 
our own falvation. | 
To whom are we indebted for ſuch a church? 
who taught us ſo much true knowledge? by whoſe 
means have we, who for ſo many ages fat in popiſh 
and monkiſh darkneſs, ſeen this great and glorious 


1 


light? It is God who thus enlightens our Goſhen, 


while darkneſs to be left by the foul that has any 


feeling, benights ſo many nations round us. If we 
A N 5 i | | knew 
f ] 


| = place to worſhip and converſe with God in, till our 
fins render us altogether unfit for ſuch converſation, 


the reſt, We have no pretended inſpira- 
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knew what religious darkneſs is, we ſhould ſet 4 
greater value on our light. _— = | 
Let us now reflect upon the returns we have made | 
to all the favours already mentioned, and ten thou- | 
if ſand more. ; g ji 

| Though this is an article in which we ſhall find 
reat cauſe of horror, yet there is a neceſlity for 

2 our attention to it. 

_ Such a flood of infidelity and wickedneſs, of con- 

tempt for Almighty God, for religion, for juſtice, 

for common honeſty, for human blood, prevails 
every where, that it is impoſſile to give a particular Þ} 
detail of our ingratitude. We can only take a ge- 
neral ſurvey of that deluge of impiety, and vice, 
dat over. ſpreads our Country ; that not only ſweeps. _ |] 
7 all before it in the vallies, but riſes, and covers even | 

; its heights. | 

1 | Never was there a country from whence a more. 
| ſcanty tribute of duty, and honour, was payed to 
God, than from ours, in its preſent infidel ſtate. 
The perverters of religion are publickly counte- 
* nanced. The direct adverſaries of it are connived 
| at. We every day ſee ſatyrs upon religion, and 
7 


encomiums on vice; on publick and general vices. 
In conſequence of this, people, and parties of all 
kinds, are taught to think for themſelves. Princi- 
ples the moſt agreeable to ſelf-intereſt, to ſenſual 
| enjoyments, and worldly purſuits, are inculcated- 
* 0 with infinite art and induſtry. People of faſhion 
| [ have, in a great meaſure, forſaken the houſe and 
| | : table of God and employ their underſtandings, 


SW ſuch as they are, in ridiculing the principles and 
| a profeſſors of religion. The middling rank of peo- 
| S ple, following theſe execrable examples, have hand- 


| ed down the faſhionable infidelity to the loweſt. It 
| - is worth obſerving, that as Chriſtianity began among. 
* people of the loweſt rank, and from thence aſcend-. 
18 ce d againſt an almoſt inſuperable precipice, till tage 

higheſt } 
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higheſt was converted; ſo the preſent Antichriſtian- 
iſm, beginning at the upper end, has by a ſwift de- 
ſcent, in one century, reached the mob. 6 
"Thoſe who ill retain ſome ſenſe of religion, are 
ſo cool about the matter, ſo ſhamefully prefer the 
world to it, and ſo tamely tolerate the contempt of 
It in others, that they even make but indifferent 
© Laodiceans, The beſt of us go about the duties of 
religion, as a by-affair, with but half our attention; 
as if we were but half convinced of its principles. 
And, what of all things is moſt prepoſtrous, juſt 
at the very time when weare giving up the ſubſtance 
of religion, we are diſputing bitterly about the 
F form; we are eagerly contending for Chrift's gar- 
ment, while we ate on the point to crucify himſelf. 
While ſome are wrangling with a world of ſophiſtry 
and ſpite, about the uſe of ſurplices and organs in 
divine ſervice, and of certain poſtures at the Lord's 
Supper, others are with an infamous impunity, in- 
terrupting divine ſervice in the church, with a game 
at cards; and others, adminiſtring a mock- ſacra- 6 7 
ment to dogs. 3 | 
The effects of this are ſeen over the whole three 
nations. III principles have produced ſuitable prac- _ 
| tices. We have univerſally given our ſelves up to 4/ 
unlawful pleaſures or gains. Idleneſs and debauch- | 
| © ery prevail every where: Honeſty is reduced to the 
mere name, inſomuch that truſt and confidence are 4 
but other terms for folly and imprudence. The { | 
O law is canted to the higheſt bidder, and made the | 
inſtrument of rapine a, infinite oppreſſions. b. 
ſtead of juſtice, we have a ſhameleſs traffick of jobbs, 
( founded on perjury, by which our liberty is turned i 
againſt our ſelves; by which, property is quite con- 
founded, or transferred at pleaſure ; by which, the 
blood of innocent perſons, is made a mere compli- 
ment of, to intereſt and ſollicitation. A_ 


The condition we are reducing our ſelves to, by 
theſe means, is deplorable to the laſt degree. There 


is ſuch a penury of publick virtues, and publick 


ſpirit, that there is no knowing whom to truſt, 
with either the wealth or power of the publick. 
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And as to a national ſpirit among private perſons, 


it is become every whit as cold as that of religion: 
nor indeed is it poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe. Re- 


i is the only rational, the only 3 ſource, 
of both publick and private virtues of al 
Where there is no religion therefore, there is, there 


can be, no Virtue. This the nature of things, and 
the experience of all ages, but eſpecially our o.], 


may amply teach us. 


As ſoon as any one has perſuaded himſelf, that 
there is no account of his actions to be regarded in 
a future life, no univerſal king nor kingdom, to 
which all others, as deputies and provinces, muſt 
ſubmit, no greater puniſnments nor rewards, no 


happineſs more to be deſired, nor miſery more to 


be dreaded, nor ſtate of being more laſting than the 
preſent life; as ſoon in ſhort, as he has ſhut up all 
exiſtence, all good and evil between the narrow li- 


mits of birth and death: It is then but natural for 


him, to give all his thoughts to his ſcanty portion, 
to call in all his concern for his friends, for his 


country, for mankind, and center it ſolely in him- 
ſelf. | 


with all its conſequences, prevail, In ſuch a caſe, 
every one will think for himſelf; and if he be not 


ſuch an enthuſiaſt as never yet appeared in the world, 
will act as he thinks. This will break all ſocial 


ties, will ſuperſede all common rules of action, will 


deſtroy all common intereſt, and in effect ſhatter ( 4 


ſociety into its individual conſtituents. * 
| C Oo 


kinds: 


In proportion as religion, that is, the expectation 
of a future ſtate of accounts, loſes credit in any 
country, juſt in the ſame proportion will ſelfiſnneſs, 


No 
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No country ever drew nearer to the verge of this 
condition, than ours does at preſent. It is ſplit into 
parties and factions, and thoſe again into perſons, 
+ who think and act only for themſelves. It is drench- 
ed in vice and effeminacy. We can have no depend- 
ance on each other, becauſe void of conſcience. We 
can havenodependance on God, becauſe he is angry 
at our impiety and crimes. Induſtry and credit, the 
two pillars of trade, are tottcring, and conſequent- 
ly trade declining. The Publick is deeply in debt; 
„ and the cxceſſive expences of the rich, as well as 
the intolerable oppreſſion under which the lower 
people groan, render both incapable of relieving 
it. Expence and oppreſſion are equally attended, 
| thro? all conditions of life, with want and di- 
ſtreſs. Now thoſe who are in want muſt fel] to 
| ſupply their neceſſities, they muſt ſell that which 
their poverty has left them, a proſtituted conſcience 
and a ruined country. | 3 
The bands of ſociety are burſting aſunder, juſt 
when they ſhould be moſt firmly braced ; juſt when 
we are engaged in war, with an enemy by no 
4 means to be deſpiſed, and who will probably be 
q 


ſupported by a power formidable to all Europe. Our 
infidelity and treachery, and wickedneſs of every 
kind, crie againſt us, our factions and ſchiſms tear 

us to pieces, our enemies prepare to exert themſelves 

'/ againſt us, and what is infinitely more to be feared 
than all, God has lifted his hand to chaſtiſe us. 
The face of affairs looks very dark and angry. The 
8 Cloud gathers, and ſeems charged with fome un- 
common ſtorm. It ſeems as if God were raiſing his 
Voice, and preparing to preach to a ſtiff-necked and 
impenitent people, from the mouth of the cannon, 

and to enforce ſome terrible doctrine with the ſword. 
Thus ſtands the account between God and us, 
and this is our preſent condition, God has made 


: 
* 


us a ſree people, has bleſt us with religion in its 
6 | utmoſt 
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utmoſt purity, has delivered us from civil wars at 
home, and made us victorious over our enemies 
abroad, has given us the richeſt ſoil, and the moſt 
temperate air under heaven, has thrown the ocean 


round us to defend us, has poured in the riches of || 


8 q 


the whole world upon us, and has given us peace 
for a long courſe of years. And we in return (it 


is a ſhame, it is confuſion and anguiſh to name it) 
have deſpiſed all his ordinances, have caſt off his 


oy religion, have provoked him with open re- 
bellio 


n and blaſphemy, have perverted all our ways ! 


before him; and by theſe means have reduced our 
ſelves to a ſtate of corruption and degeneracy, that 


never failed to ruin the moſt flouriſhing country. 
What now in ſuch a caſe is to be done? Can our 


politicians piece up a conſtitution without religion, 


that ſhall laſt and flouriſh ? Can out armies and 


fleets ſhield us againſt the hand of an angry God ? 
Whither can we fly for relief? Is there on earth, or 


in heaven, a ſafeguard againſt the dangers that be- 


n 
Yes, if we amend our ways, and our doings, and 


hey the voice of the Lord our God, the Lord will — 


repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced 
againſt us. | | | 
Let us therefore blow the trumpet in Zion, let us 
ſanctiſy a faſt, let us call a ſolemn aſſembly, let us ga- 
ther the people, the elders, the children; let the very 
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride 
out of her cloſet ;, let the prieſts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, let them 
ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach. Then will the Lord be jealous 
for his land, and pity his people. | 


. ,4 0 | F, j 
hut let us not vainly imagine, that the want of 
a few meals, or the mortifications and prayers of a 


day, will either atone for the ſin of ages paſt, or 


| avert the miſcries of years to come. Our repent- 
| 8 G 2 ance 
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ance muſt bear a nearer proportion to our crimes ( 


and dangers, and we muſt bring forth works meet 
For repentance. As long as we continue obſtinate 


in our infidelity and our fins, ſo long will God 
ſurely ſhut his ears to our cries, and 'neyer look 
upon us with mercy, till by a thorough reformation 


we become fit objects of mercy. Here is the im- 


1 


portant choice; repent, or periſh. There is no 
middle, no other way. 

As for this ſolemn day of faſting and humiliation, 
it ought to be only the — 8 4 and as it were 
our entrance upon the great work. It ought alſo 
to be accompanied with thoſe acts of devotion and 
charity, of duty to God, and love to mankind, 
without which any faſt is but an abomination to the 
Lord. If it have not ſuch acts to recommend it, 
God will ſay, Is it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen ? 
A day for a man to gffift his foul ? Is it to bow 
down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackcloth 
and aſhes under him? Wilt thou call this a faſt, and 
an acceptable day unto the Lord? Is not this the faſt 
that I have choſen? To looſe the bands of wickedneſs, 
and to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed / 
go free, and that you break every ' yoke ? Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor, that are 8 i out, to thy houſe ? When thou 

teſt the naked, that thou cover him, and that thou 
hide not thy ſelf from thine own fleſh? 

If we keep the faſt in this manner, and recom- 
mend it by ſuch a behaviour as this, then ſhall our 
light break forth as the morning, and our health ſhall 
ſpring forth ſpeedily : Our righteouſneſs ſhall go be- 
fore us, and the glory of the Lord ſhall be our rere- 


ward. Then fhall we call, and the Lord fhall an- 


ſer; we ſhall crie, and he ſhall ſay, here J am. 
Then ſhall God unite our divided minds, as the 
heart of one man; and this ſhall ſo ſtrengthen the 
hands of the government, that our King, being ſup- 

| ported 


W 
ported by the unanimity and loyalty of all hi Fob. 
Jjiects, ſhall raiſe his head among the Kings of Ex- 


rope, and make the Crown of theſe Kingdoms flou- 
rifh, as it did in the days of Elizabeth, when God, 
looking with approbation on the juſtice of our 


cCauſe, and the virtuvus diſpoſition of his people, \ 


Ay 
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ſent the thunder and the winds to the Engliſh ſtand- {) | 
ard, and made the ſeas and ſtorms fight for us. / 
Then ſhall our enemies, who came out one way, 
flee feven ways before us. Then ſhall God make faſt 
the bars of our gates. Then ſhall he fill our mouths 
with his praiſes, and our hands with a two-edged 
ſword, Then ſhall we truly ſay of our Country, 
and that with inexpreſſible conſolation, God is in 
the midſt of her, therefore ſhall ſhe not be moved; 
God ſhall help her, and that right early. And at 
the end of all our troubles, we ſhall ſing with a 11 
loud and chearful voice, the heathen indeed raged, * 
the kingdoms were moved ; but God uttered his voice, 
the earth melted. The Lord of hoſts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our refuge. | 
Preſervation then muſt be the effect of repent- 

ance. But how 1s a nation to be brought to re- 
pentance? No doubt on't, by no other means than 
the hearty endeavours of thoſe who (it at its 1. 


I don't mean that they ſhould attempt ſuch a work 

with thoſe feeble inſtruments, proclamations 'and | 
acts of Parliament; but that they ſhould refor 
their own lives and converſations, and ſet a good 
example to their inferiors. It was by example, as 
I hinted before, that we were brought into our pre- 
ſent infidel and degenerate condition, and nothing 
elſe can bring us out of it again. All national ha- 


bits go dowaward, from the higher to the lower 


orders of men; and therefore to begin a reforma- 
tion abave, and carry it downward, is to take the 
adyantage of the ſtream. The great and the little © 


are equally concerned to. encourage and practiſe re- 
gen | 


aL 


| L 20 | 
ligion on account of their ſouls, But the great 
have many and ſtrong reaſons tor ſo doing, ariſing 
from their worldly affairs. Society cannot be pre, 


"of tenure of all they eſteem dear to them. 
| I hope it will be no offence to ſay, that a re- 


formation is alſo neceſſary among thoſe who preſide |” 


immediately over the affairs of religion, | 
It is the end of their office to reform. But their 
ſucceſs in that work will be exactly in proportion 
8 to the appearance of reformation in themſelves. 


This I know is, of all others, the moſt tender / 


int. However this I muſt be ſo free as to ſay, 


cannot fail to make a libertine people; and that the 
horrible licentiouſneſs of the preſent times is but 
too much owing to thoſe who crowd into the tem- 
ple to buy, and ſell, and change money. 

To conclude, if we be bleſt with greater plenty 
than other countries, let our free-will offerings of 
duty and obedience teſtify a ſuitable ſenſe of gra- 
4 titude. 

If by aur civil conſtitution we enjoy a liberty, 


j 
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N 
ſpeak a more free and generous ſervice. 


with ſucceſs, let us humbly acknowledge that it was 
not our own arm that helped us, and thankfully 


aſcribe the glory to God. 


Bux 


ſerved without religion; their poſterity, their eſtates / 
and titles, cannot be preſerved without ſociety, \, 
They ſhould therefore conſider, that every new ſtep / 
to national infidelity ſtil further invalidates their 


po 
that a worldly, a lukewarm, or a diſorderly Clergy, 
by 


?which other nations are ſtrangers to, let our actions 


If God has on many occaſions crown*d our arms 


If we enjoy the cleareſt beams of the Goſpel-light, 
let us be careful % walk as in the light, leſt that 


_— light, inſtead of directing us to happineſs, only 
ſerve to reprove our evil deeds, and expoſe our 
[} works of darkneſs. | 
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od's infinite mercies, we have 
"hitherto returned little elſe than groſs and horrid, 
provocations; if inſtead of wiſely., making uſe of, 
all the bleſſed opportunities he has afforded us, of, 
rendering our ſelves a good and happy people, we 
have only perverted them to the unhappy purpoſes” 
of Send him, of corrupting and ruining our 
ſelves; if his infinite goodneſs can yet move us to 
gratitude; if our horrid impieties can fill us with 
— ; if vengeance juſtly provoked, and armed 
with Almighty power, can awe us, let us ſincerely 
return, and rent our hearts before him, who is able 
even yet to ſave us; let us from the ground of the 
| heart, and the depths of a ſincere repentance, cry 
0 mightily to God: Who can tell, if God will turn 
3 as repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
> that we periſh nor ? 
| And now, O thou Almighty Governor among 
the nations, thou Lord of hoſts, and God of bat- 
tles, look down with pity on us thy once favourite 
| Church and Nation ; reſtore truth, faith, virtue 
* and peace to us; and if a correction is neceſſary 
for that great purpoſe, O lay it on gently, with the 
hand of a Father, and cauſe thy Holy Spirit to work 
powerfully with it, to whom with Thee and Chriſt 
Jeſus our bleſſed Saviour, Three glorious Perſons, f 
and one Almightyf be all power, and honour, and 
glory, for ever. 
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